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ONE SHILLING 



KtppS, in the novel 
of II. G. Wells, 
found the possession of money an embarrassment. 
It worried him continually. Even when he knew 
it was safe it still remained, a serious responsibility. 
The Kippsian view is not uncommon, for money 
to most people is a recurrent anxiety, not only in 
getting it or losing it but also in spending it and 
saving it. 

In former days the proverbial stocking had its 
uses, but it always had its dangers. Whilst Kipps 
might have been happier with his money in a 
stocking, outside the realm of fiction the advan- 
tages of a banking account are self-evident. 
Passbooks and cheques are obvious benefits, and 
it will be realised that a Bank, which has looked 
after its customers' money for more than a 
hundred years, is a friendly place where problems 
— connected with what Mr. Bernard Shaw has 
called 'the most important thing in the world' 
money — can be discussed. 
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President: WALTER HUTCHINSON 

M.A., F.R.G.S., F.R.A.I., F.R.S.A., F.R.E.S., F.Z.S., Barrister-at-Law 

0 Books published from 7/6 to 12/6 for ONLY 21- 

0 The pick of the best books by best-selling authors 

£ No subscription or membership fees 

£ The co-operation of nine leading publishers 

0 No irksome restrictions 

0 Not a library subscription scheme — each selection 
remains your own property 

It costs nothing to join — there are no subscription or membership 
fees! HUTCHINSON'S UNIVERSAL BOOK CLUB is not a 

library subscription scheme. Every month the Club issues to its 
members, for 3/- only, plus postage, a bock of outstanding merit, 1 
and the book remains the member's own property. 

This scheme is made possible by the vast resources and organi- 
zation of the House of Hutchinson (largest book publishers in the 
world) and their Associated Companies which include the famous 
publishing firms of HURST & BLACKETT, JARROLDS, JOHN 
LONG, STANLEY PAUL, RICH & COWAN, DENIS ARCHER, 
ANDREW MELROSE, SELWYN & BLOUNT, and others. 

Recent Books chosen: — 

ARCH OF TRIUMPH - ERICH MARIA REMARQUE 

CODEWORD: GOLDEN FLEECE - - - DENNIS WHEATLEY 

DARK FOREST - - - - - - - ETHEL MANNIN 

THE PEVERILLS DORIS LESLIE 

THE RIDLEYS RICHMAL CROMPTON 

WILL 0' THE WISP BARONESS ORCZY 

HONOUR'S A MISTRESS NAOMI JACOB 

P.Q. 17 GODFREY WINN 

THREE JOLLY GENTLEMEN ... - LOUIS GOLDING 

BEHIND THE CURTAIN PHILIP GIBBS 

FAITHFUL COMPANY FRANK SWINNERTON 

WE'RE HERE DENIS MACKAIL 

MURDER BLESS IT NANCY SPAIN 

~Jt Write for Prospectus containing full details to 
HUTCHINSON'S UNIVERSAL BOOK CLUB 
5 & 6 St. Andrew's Hill, Carter Lane, London, E.C.4 
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C.H. HEATH 

& CO. LTD. 

Silk Throwsters 

MACCLESFIELD 
and SANDBACH 




HOSIERY 
SILK YARNS j 

HEATH ERDINE (Reg.) 
GRENADINES 
COMPENZINES 
HOSIERY CREPES 

SI LK& RAYON MIXTURES 
NYLON -RAYON 



THE ROOKERY BRIDGE REFINING 
Co. Ltd. - — = Sandbach 

Established over a Century 

MANUFACTURERS OF EDIBLE 
AND TECHNICAL GLUES AND 
GELATINES 

DEGELATINISED AND CALCINED 
BONE FOR CHINA MANUFAC- 
TURING 

GREASES AND TALLOWS 

FERTILISERS AND ANIMAL 
FEEDING STUFFS 



mm 

SPECIALITY ===== 

Acid and Grease Free 

Glues and Gelatines 
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ESTABLISHED 1902 

JACKSON BROS. 

(Sandbach) Ltd. 

Coal, Coke & hime 
Merchants & Factors 

DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS 
OF THE DISTRICT 



Depot <& Office: 

STATION ROAD, ELWORTH 
SANDBACH 

TELEPHONE 3/327 SANDBACH 
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THE SANDBACH INDUSTRIAL 
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LIMITED 



jfuneral jfurntsiljtns &tx\)kt 

Offers a dignified and complete 
service in times of bereavement 



MONUMENTAL WORK of every description 

CREMATIONS and EMBALMING 

FULL CATERING FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

WREATHS and CROSSES 
supplied at the shortest notice 



Enquiries to: 

THE MANAGER, FURNISHING DEPARTMENT 
ROLD STREET Telephone.-™ SANDRACH 

or 

Any Rranch Manager 

will receive prompt attention 
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Hungerford Cafe 

for 



HIGH -CLASS CATERING 
AND CONFECTIONERY 



Funeral and Wedding Teas 
and Private Parties Specially 
Catered for 

ALL KINDS OF FUNCTIONS 
ATTENDED 

Try Our Noted Bread and 
Confectionery 

THE SANDBACH INDUSTRIAL 
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LIMITED 
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ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS 

Wright's (Paper) Ltd. 

Proprietors of JAMES McMILLAN & Co. (MIC) Ltd. 

SANDBACH - CHESHIRE 



A MID - CHESHIRE HOUSE 

for 

PAPER, PAPER RAGS 

and 

HIGH QUALITY PRINTING 



REGISTERED OFFICE: — 9 MIDDLEWICH ROAD - - SANDBACH 
Telegrams: — Telephone: — 

WRIGHT'S, SANDBACH, 16 SANDBACH 16 & I4» 



SANDBACH 

CHESHIRE 



THE 

OFFICIAL GUIDE 

published by authority of the 

URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

(Second Edition) 




ED. J. BURROW & CO. LTD., PUBLISHERS 
CHELTENHAM AND LONDON 



Printed in Creat Britain 



Ages 8-18 years 

SANDBACH 
SCHOOL 

Founded 1677 



Sandbach School, surrounded by its own playing 
fields of about 30 acres, is an Independent En- 
dowed School of about 340 boys, recognised as 
efficient by the Ministry of Education and 
occupying a healthy position 011 the outskirts of 
Sandbach. The school is well equipped and 
provides at a very moderate cost a liberal 
education in the Arts and Sciences, suitable for 
boys intending to enter upon a professional or 
University career. 

There is good accommodation for about 40 
boarders in the Headmaster's house, which is 
attached to the main school buildings. Enquiries 
should be addressed to the Headmaster. 

Headmaster: 
W. ROSS CUBBON, M.A. (Cantab.) 



Boys 
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INTRODUCTION 



MOST people know of Sandbach through its famous 
Saxon crosses, and it comes as a surprise to learn 
that it is a busy, thriving town, with many modern 
and progressive industries supporting a population 
by no means confined to the town. This little hand- 
book has been published to provide in handy form a 
popular account of the story of the town from remote 
times to the present and point out the principal 
features of interest to the visitor, who can carry away 
the book as a souvenir; to emphasize the excellent 
residential amenities of the town; and to give a few 
notes on the chief industries of the town, and its 
excellent possibilities for future development. 

The Clerk to the Urban District Council will 
gladly furnish on application full particulars as to 
local rates, public health services, land values, sites, 
etc., fully confident that the future of Sandbach is 
assured and that the progressive policy followed by 
the local governing authority will materialize in the 
steady development of the place as a centre for new 
industries run on modern lines and as a growing 
residential resort. 
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SANDBACH 



ITTLE is known of the early history of Sandbach; Welsh 



invasions were frequent in the early Saxon period; the 



-*— 'Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records repeated incursions by the 
Danes, but we are not on solid ground until we come to the 
Domesday Book (1086), which contains the following entry con- 
cerning this place : The same Bigot holds Sandbecd. Dunning held 
it, and was free. There is i hide rateable to the gelt, and a virgate and 
a half so rateable. The land is ii carucates. There is a foreigner, with 
half a carucate and Hi serfs, and there are two villeins with half a 
carucate. There is a priest and a church. A wood half a league long, 
and xl. perches broad. In King Edward's time it was worth iv. 
shillings; now viii. shillings. 

In the reign of King John it is recorded that the manor was 
held by one Richard de Sanbache, sheriff of Cheshire, who un- 
successfully laid claim to an interest in the living of Sandbach 
against Earl Randle de Blundeville. His son John de Sandbache 
also claimed the right and won the day temporarily against the 
Abbot of Dieulacres, only to lose it soon after when the dispute 
was carried to the King's Bench and the case won for the Abbot 
on the evidence of the Domesday Book, which proved that the 
Earl Randle Meschines originally gave the advowson to the 
monks of Dieulacres. 

The manor has passed through several families, including the 
Leghs and Radclyffes, finally coming by purchase to Sir Randulph 
Crewe. It was Sir John Radclyffe of Ordsall in the County of 
Lancaster who secured from Queen Elizabeth in 1579 the right 
to hold fairs and markets in the town of Sandbach, together 
with the right to establish a Court Leet and a Court of Pied- 
powder. The Marquess of Crewe is the present Lord of the 
Manor. 

Sandbach has had a comparatively uneventful career and it 
was not until the Civil Wars of the seventeenth century that the 
even tenor of its course was disturbed by any outstanding 
episode. Scotch Common preserves the memory of the skirmish 
which occurred here on the evening of 3rd September, 1651. 
The jaded cavalry — a party of one thousand horse — who had 
been in action under David Leslie, passed through the town after 
the Battle of Worcester, Cromwell's "crowning mercy". The 
September Fair was in full swing here. The current issue of the 
Mercurius Politicus (one of the earliest newspapers published in 
England), No. 66, refers to the incident as follows: "They so 
managed the business that, when the Scots offered to fire, they ran 
into their houses, and as soon as that party was past which had the 
pistols and powder, they fell upon the remainder of the troops, and 
continued pealing and billing them during the passage of all their 
horse." 
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The Ancient Crosses. In the quaint old market place stands 
an ancient monument which for antiquity and romantic interest 
can have few rivals throughout the length and breadth of Great 
Britain. 

On a massive base rising in steps from the street level and 
guarded at the four corners by stone posts carved into the 
semblance of rude figures rise two tall shafts with shattered heads 
and many gaps in their sides where carved relief has been replaced 
by plain stone in the course of necessary restoration. 

The famous crosses have had a chequered history. Shortly 
after the Reformation they suffered grievous violence at the hands 
of Puritan iconoclasts, who uprooted the larger cross from its 
socket and broke it up with hammer and chisel. In its fall it 
carried away the head of the smaller cross. The various fragments 
were soon widely distributed in the neighbourhood. The central 
portion of the larger cross and parts of the lesser cross were carried 
off to Utkinton by Sir John Crewe, who had the figure of Christ on 
the cross concealed with a layer of clay or mortar as an unedify- 
ing spectacle for Protestant eyes. From there the remains later 
were transferred to Tarporley Rectory and afterwards were 
erected in a grotto at Oulton Park, the seat of the Grey Egertons. 

In 1816 a movement was set on foot to recover and restore as 
far as possible the old crosses to their original site. Under the lead 
of Dr. Geo. Ormerod, the well-known historian of Cheshire, the 
project was successfully carried into effect in September of the 
same year. The work of restoration was executed by Mr. Palmer 
of Manchester under Dr. Ormerod's supervision. Besides the 
fragments from Oulton Park pieces were dug up in the market 
place at Sandbach or recovered from the foundations of the 
churchyard wall. Other stones had served as doorsteps or had 
been set at roadside corners to protect walls. Several fragments 
had been built into the sides of a well. One part was known to 
have been buried in the foundations of a house and so was lost 
beyond recovery. It was fortunate that the material of the crosses 
had been a local grit-stone of exceptional hardness or the decora- 
tion in relief could hardly have survived such harsh treatment. 

The lower part of the monument has suffered a good deal from 
ordinary wear and tear during the centuries, so that it is now 
difficult to make out what the four corner posts were intended to 
represent. Bishop Browne of Bristol believed that one of them 
had a body covered with basket work and his neck encircled with 
a heavy collar, like similar stone figures in Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire. No inscription is now visible on the monument, but 
we have evidence that in Queen Elizabeth's reign there was some- 
thing of the kind. William Smith, born at Old Hough, not four 
miles away, describes "certain writings and images thereon 
graven which a man cannot read except he be holden with his 
head downwards and this verse (as they hold opinion) is graven 
thereon ; 
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'In Sandbach, in the Sandy Ford, 

Lieth the ninth part of Dublin's hord. 

Nine to or nine fro, 

Take me down or else I fall.' " 
These lines have been long a puzzle to antiquaries, but, if 
authentic, may possibly mean that the cost of the monument was 
defrayed with booty captured from the Irish or from Norse 
settlers in that island. The local tradition may well be based 
on an inscription long since vanished. It connects the crosses 
with an event of the seventh century after Christ — the con- 
version of Mercia to Christianity by four missionaries, one of whom 
was St. Chad. The four priests accompanied Peada, son of Penda, 
king of Mercia, on his return home with his bride Alchfleda, the 
daughter of King Oswy of Northumbria, who had made their 
admission to the heathen kingdom a condition of his consent to 
the marriage. Perhaps it was here at Sandbach that the gospel 
was first preached to the Mercians, as the Mersey was in those 
days the boundary between the two realms. 

Several centuries may have elapsed before the erection of the 
monument, although the traditional theory of its significance 
may be in the main correct. The similar crosses at Bewcastle in 
Cumberland and at Ruthwell in Dumfriesshire are undoubtedly 
not later than the eighth century. The final verdict on the 
Sandbach crosses has not yet been pronounced, but much recent 
progress in the study of Saxon art leads to the hope that the 
approximate date will soon be established on a sure foundation. 
If the experts decide in favour of an early date added interest will 
be given to the Sandbach relics and new problems will call for 
solution. In a.d. 684 Egfrid the king of Northumbria sent an 
expedition to Ireland and laid waste the country far and wide. 
Neither churches nor monasteries were spared. Numerous 
captives were carried off into slavery. Their presence in northern 
England may possibly be responsible for the peculiar decoration 
of the Northumbrian crosses. 

The larger cross must once have stood 25 feet above the pave- 
ment and been surmounted by a circular stone four feet in 
diameter. All four faces are almost covered with scriptural 
subjects, enclosed in a margin of interlaced fretwork, with cable 
moulding along the angles. On the east side at the bottom we 
see the salutation of Elizabeth by her cousin Mary; above this 
in another circle is the Annunciation, with the Holy Ghost in the 
form of a bird descending; above this again the birth of Christ 
with an angel behind the manger. Next is the Crucifixion with 
Mary of Cleophas and Mary Magdalene at the foot of the cross. 
In the four quarters are seen the emblems of the four evangelists, 
an angel for St. Matthew, a lion for St. Mark, a bull for St. Luke 
and an eagle for St. John, above is Pilate with Christ bound and 
the traitor Judas cast down. On the bottom of the west side are 
two dragons above two angels: next the angel Gabriel appearing 
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to Zachary; above, a man with a club followed by Simon the 
Cyrenean bearing the Cross; then Christ bound and being led 
before Pilate. On the south side is a beautiful interlaced ornament 
of trees and animals enclosing John the Baptist in the Wilderness. 
The north side shows the descent of the Holy Ghost as cloven 
tongues issuing from the mouth of a great fish upon the Eleven 
Apostles. 

On the smaller cross is said to be depicted the story of Peada's 
return to Mercia. One sees men walking, some with daggers, others 
with staves, three figures with a dove descending on the central 
one. The last subject may be the baptism of Peada. East and west 
sides were originally covered with exquisite designs in fretwork, 
but are now sadly mutilated, and the meaning of the various 
scenes lost beyond recovery. 



THE TOWN TODAY 

The visitor's first impressions of Sandbach are decidedly 
favourable. It is seen to be a clean, old-fashioned market town. 
Modern improvement schemes have, especially since the War, 
modified some aspects of the town, but odd nooks and corners, 
especially in the vicinity of the Saxon crosses, and a few narrow, 
winding streets and ancient houses still survive. 

The town is on the eastern fringe of the Cheshire Plain: it 
stands on the Wheelock, one of the many streams which have 
their source in the watershed around the Potteries, marking the 
termination of the Pennine Chain. 

By rail it is a few miles from Crewe — which, as most travellers 
know, seems to be on almost every main line there is — the distance 
from London (Euston) being i62| miles. By road it is just off the 
main routes from Derby to Chester or Liverpool, 160 miles from 
London. 

The Parish Church is dedicated to St. Mary. A vigorous 
"restoration" was undertaken in 1847—9 at a cost of ^6,000, when 
the church was entirely recased, the western tower being rebuilt 
from the foundations and the chancel extended some 40 feet. 
The style is Perpendicular. Thus the structure has been robbed 
of its antiquarian interest ; nevertheless, a few interesting features 
remain, including the font of Caen stone, dating from 1667, and 
bearing an inscription in the form of a Greek palindrome, as 
follows : 

NIYON ANOMHMA MH MONAN OYIN 
which, translated, means: "Wash my sin and not my counten- 
ance only." (Similar inscriptions are to be found on some dozen 
other fonts in England.) 

Other interesting features are the carving of the roof (original 
dating from 1661) and granite pillars of the nave: chancel screen 
with misericords; good modern windows by Wailes, Ward and 
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(The Crosses, Sandbach) 

In the Sandbach Market Place, where the centuries 
mingle without conflict, are the famous Crosses — 
a heritage from Saxon forefathers 

The Foden Diesel is an endowment of 
this richer age. At home and in 
^|F%distant lands, Foden vehicles up- 
1 hold a tradition of unexcelled 
• _as *^ workmanship and dependability 
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others ; the magnificent white marble monument commemorating 
the Rev. John Armitstead, M.A., vicar of the church, 1828-65, 
designed by G. F. Watts, R.A., in 1876, and executed by George 
Nelson (the inscription records some of the many benefactions of 
the deceased, who was instrumental in enlarging the church and 
erecting and endowing churches at Wheelock, Elworth and 
Sandbach Heath). The registers date from 1562. The tower (the 
ground storey of which is open — a very unusual feature in 
English churches) contains a peal of eight bells and an illuminated 
clock with chimes. 

The church of St. John the Evangelist, Sandbach Heath, 
was built in 1861, the year the parish was created. The building 
is in the Early English style. The stone lych-gate erected in 1919 
serves as a parochial War Memorial. 

The Roman Catholics are served by the Chapel dedicated to 
St. Winefride in Middlewich Road. There are Methodist 
Chapels in Welles Street, Bradwall Road, Seaman's Bank and 
Sandbach Heath, a Congregational Chapel in Hope Street, and 
a Christian Science church in Middlewich Road. 

The Town and Market Hall is in High Street. It was built 
in 1889, in the Early English style, at an expenditure of £5,000, 
from the plans of Mr. T. Bowyer. The site was gifted to the town by 
Lord Crewe, when he also voluntarily forfeited the market tolls. 
The interior contains a spacious market hall and the assembly 
hall is a popular venue for dances, concerts, lectures, whist 
drives and public meetings generally. The tower contains an 
illuminated clock. 

The Literary Institution is in High Town and was built 
in 185 1 — at a cost of £2,700 — in the fifteenth-century Gothic 
style, from designs by Sir G. Gilbert Scott, R.A. 

The Almshouses at The Hill were built in 1865-7 at a cost 
of some ^2,500. There is accommodation for 20 elderly folk 
and the institution is maintained from an annual grant of ^350 
from the Consolidated Charities. Each inmate receives 6/— a week. 

The Urban District Council Chambers, constructed in 1937, 
immediately adjoin the Council Offices in Crewe Road. 

The offices of Congleton Rural District Council are in Middle- 
wich Road. 

The Old Hall is a magnificent specimen of late seventeenth- 
century domestic architecture. It was long the home of the 
Sandbach family and is now in use as a hotel. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Sandbach Branch of the Cheshire County Library operates 
from the Marriott House on the Common, the home of the late 
Thomas Marriott, who gave the house to the town for educa- 
tional and recreational purposes. The Library has a stock of 4,500 
books, and over 50,000 volumes are issued to readers annually. 
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SPORT IN SANDBACH 

Above: A game in progress Below: The Club House, Sandbach 

at the Cricket Ground Golf Club 
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The books, which are available for home reading, appeal to 
the average general reader, and comprise various classes of 
literature, such as history, travel, biography, science, social 
subjects, arts, etc., in addition to classic and popular novels. The 
books not in demand are withdrawn from the Library at regular 
intervals, and are replaced by fresh books from the County 
Library Headquarters at Chester. 

In addition, a small number of ready reference books, such as 
Whitaker's Almanack, Everyman's Encyclopaedia, Dictionaries, 
etc., are available for consultation at the Library. 

Books required for purposes of study and reference are avail- 
able on demand direct from the County Library Headquarters 
at Chester, or through the North-Western Regional Library 
System on condition that the return postage is paid by the 
reader. Books borrowed through this Service are available for 
periods of one month. The Branch Library is also responsible for 
the supply of books to local Schools, whose Head Teachers 
kindly issue the books to the children for home reading. 

The Branch Library is open on the evenings of Monday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, the mornings of Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, and the afternoons of Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Saturday. 

EDUCATION 

Sandbach School is an old, endowed "Grammar School" of 
about 340 boys aged 8 to 18, founded in 1677 and administered by 
a body of Governors under the chairmanship of Col. F. J. Finlow. 
In July 1946 it reverted to its original independent status, whilst 
retaining its recognition of efficiency by the Ministry of Education. 

The school stands well back from the Crewe Road in the 
western outskirts of the town. It is surrounded by about 30 
acres of playing fields, including an excellent cricket ground and 
several rugby football pitches. The main buildings, designed in 
the Tudor style by Sir Gilbert Scott, were built in 1849. In 1911 
a new wing was added consisting of additional classrooms, wood- 
work room, library and masters' common room, and in 1932 a 
new science block was opened, fitted with all modern equipment 
for advanced study in chemistry, physics, biology, etc. Attached 
to the Headmaster's house is a boarding house with accommoda- 
tion for about 40 boys. 

All boys are prepared for the Oxford School Certificate and 
there is little or no specialization up to this stage. In the Sixth 
Form the Northern Universities Higher School Certificate is 
taken, and specialist instruction is given in all the normal subjects 
for scholarships to the Universities. 

Rugby football and cricket are played. Other athletic activities 
are Athletic Sports, Cross-country Running, Physical Training, 
Boxing ; Swimming instruction is given in a tiled, open-air swim- 
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ming bath. Voluntary activities are Miniature Rifle Shooting, 
Dramatic and Debating Societies, Chess and Photographic Clubs, 
etc. There is also a contingent of the "Combined Cadet Force", a 
new training corps which is confined to schools where a large 
proportion of boys stay on after the age of 16. The school is 
divided into four Houses, which compete annually for challenge 
cups in the various sporting and other activities. There is a 
flourishing Old Sandbachians' Association, which meets regu- 
larly at the school. A school magazine, The Sandbachian, is 
published three times a year. 

The present Headmaster, Mr. W. R. Cubbon, M.A., late 
Classical Exhibitioner of Selwyn College, Cambridge, was 
appointed in 1946: the teaching staff consists of 13 graduate 
assistant masters, one qualified Physical Training Instructor, two 
qualified j unior mistresses and two visiting masters. 

A number of Foundation scholarships are offered annually for 
competition, preference being given to boys who attend schools 
in a privileged area roughly up to three miles away from the 
school, and a limited number of County Scholarships may be 
held at the school. There are also leaving scholarships tenable at 
Universities or other places of higher education. 

There are public primary schools at Chapel Street (Infants 
only), The Square, Elworth, Wheelock Church of England, 
Wheelock Methodist, Sandbach Heath, and a Modern Secondary 
School in Crewe Road. 



SANDBACH IN INDUSTRY 

Sandbach has shown a singular capacity for adapting itself to 
rapidly changing industrial conditions, and is fortunate in not 
having to depend entirely on one or even two staple industries. 

The surrounding country is peculiarly suitable for grazing 
cattle, so that milk production flourishes on a large scale and 
large supplies of milk are despatched to Manchester and Stock- 
port, and via Congleton to London. A fertile soil encourages a 
good deal of mixed farming in the area. Eggs, corn and potatoes 
are freely produced. 

Of the manufactures which flourished locally a century ago, 
the most important were silk throwing, boots and shoes, fustian 
and salt. The first and last of these have not only survived, but 
have been developed to a very high state of efficiency with the aid 
of the most modern plant. 

The one mill now actually engaged in silk spinning has been 
run successively by water power, steam and electricity. In 1908 
it was leased by Messrs. G. H. Heath & Co., Ltd., of Macclesfield, 
who installed up-to-date machinery with electrical equipment for 
light and power and practically doubled the mill's capacity for 
production. Another branch of the silk industry is represented by 
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the Conlowe Company, of Congleton, who reconditioned one of the 
old Sandbach mills and introduced the making-up of garments 
of artificial silk. This industry developed rapidly and employs 
a good deal of female labour. 

The wire industry has flourished here for several generations. 
After carrying on business for many years in Sandbach, previous 
to 1834, Messrs. John Pring & Son have celebrated their cen- 
tenary at the Elworth Wire Mills and have built up a world-wide 
connection and a high reputation by manufacturing for home use 
and for export many kinds of wire goods, including wire nails, 
spring mattresses and wire netting of every description. 

For the past 60 years Sandbach has been one of the most 
important centres of the British Road Transport wagon industry. 
The special attention given by Mr. Edwin Foden from 1882 on- 
wards to the problem of the road engine was crowned with 
success at the War Office trials in 1901 , and the business at Elworth 
Works, already incorporated as Messrs. Edwin Foden, Sons & Co., 
became in 1902 Messrs. Fodens, Ltd. Foden steam wagons soon 
achieved world renown for power, reliability and economy. 
Messrs. Fodens now concentrate entirely on Diesel-engined 
lorries and the construction of single and double-decker pas- 
senger vehicles. It may be of interest to note that Fodens' Band 
first won the brass band contest at Belle Vue, Manchester, in 
1909, repeated that success on several occasions and won the 
Crystal Palace Trophy in 1910, 1930 and each successive year 
from 1932 to 1938 with the exception of 1935, when they were 
barred from entry. 

Sandbach is also the home of Messrs. E. R. F., Ltd., manu- 
facturers of world-renowned heavy Diesel-engined road transport 
vehicles. 

Another local firm which has made a name in the British motor 
industry is Messrs. J. H. Jennings & Son, motor-body builders, 
whose enterprise has transformed an old-fashioned coach and 
wagon building business into a well-organized modern concern 
for the manufacture of motor-bodies of all types. Horse boxes, 
cattle trucks and travelling shops are some of their most 
successful productions. 

A fresh outburst of activity in the local manufacture of salt 
dates from 24 years ago, when Messrs. Palmer, Mann & Co., Ltd., 
transferred their business to Rookery Bridge, and the British 
Soda Company, a subsidiary of the Stavele3^ Coal and Iron Com- 
pany, built their new works at Ettiley Heath. Salt manufacture 
is one of the most important of Cheshire's industries, and has 
been carried on in this country since early Roman times — in 
fact Britain is still one of the world's greatest salt producers. 

Many people imagine that salt is dug out of the earth like 
coal, but nowadays this is not the case. Hundreds of feet below 
the earth in Cheshire are thick beds of natural rock salt which 
in the old days was mined, but progress has brought far more 
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An aerial view of the 'Sifta' salt works 



ingenious methods into use. It was discovered that surface water 
percolated naturally through the various strata, finally finding 
its way to the rock salt, which it gradually dissolved to make 
brine. 

Today the brine is tapped by means of bore holes and pumped 
to the surface in much the same way as oil is produced in the 
oilfields. The brine is then evaporated by heat, leaving behind 
the pure white salt as we know it — the crystals so formed can be 
produced in various degrees of fineness according to their poten- 
tial use. Rapid boiling of the brine produces a very fine salt 
suitable for table use, while slow simmering leaves behind a 
coarse-grained salt which is used for fish-curing, snow-melting, 
etc. 

Both table and cooking salts are made at Sandbach — indeed, 
"Sifta" Table Salt and "A.i" Cooking Salt are household words 
— and in addition salt is produced in all kinds of industries, such 
as dairy salt for butter and cheese-making; common salt for 
chemical works, dye works, leather dressing; vacuum salt for the 
bread industry, and so on. 

Visitors to Sandbach are cordially invited to visit the "Sifta" 
salt works and see for themselves the modern miracle of trans- 
forming raw brine from the depths of the earth into sparkling 
salt ready for the table. 
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A. further and more recent development is the enterprise of 
Murgatroyd's Vacuum Salt Co., Ltd., whose entirely new large- 
scale works is in course of construction at Tetton, less than one 
mile from the urban boundary. 

Branches of the chemical industry are actively represented in 
this area by the Rookery Bridge Refining Company, manufac- 
turers of glue, grease and fertilizers, and by Messrs. Zan, Ltd., 
who produce soaps, polishes, and disinfectants, and are managers 
for the Ozone Chemical Company, Ltd., makers of bitumen 
paints for ironwork, and of insecticides for fruit trees, gardens and 
glasshouses. The products of Zan, Ltd., include everything for 
cleaning and disinfection. -This has involved a many-sided develop- 
ment, including the manufacture of brushes and mops, since this 
enterprising business was transferred to Sandbach in 1919. The 
engineering department of this firm, under the name of Hopol, 
Ltd., offers special service in installing apparatus for central 
heating, feed water-heaters for steam boilers, and grinding and 
drying plant. 

A well-known firm who make and merchant all kinds of 
paper bags, Wright's (Paper), Ltd., carry on at their works in 
Middlewich Road a business established 60 years ago. 

A recent industrial venture is the manufacture of toys by 
Messrs. J. Shackleton & Son. 

The successful development of all these various industries here 
briefly outlined affords a clear indication that Sandbach provides 
ample facilities of many kinds for the encouragement of modern 
business. 



FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

The Council have planned an Industrial Estate lay-out with 
main services and rail and road transport facilities at Ettiley 
Heath, and enquiries from prospective developers are welcomed. 



SPORTS AND PASTIMES 

Outdoor sport for young and old is freely available in 
Sandbach, and is much less expensive here than in most parts 
of the country. 

Cricket. The Sandbach Cricket Club, founded about 70 years 
ago, has one of the finest club grounds in Cheshire, situated 
only two minutes' walk away from the centre of the town. Two 
teams take the field each Saturday during the season, there 
are many evening matches, and an attractive fixture list cul- 
minates in a festival cricket week which is held early in August. 
There are other local clubs at Elworth and Wheelock. 
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Football. Association football is strongly represented by 
the Fodens A.F.C., who have for several seasons held a place 
in the Manchester League. Their football ground in Welles 
Street has covered standing and seating accommodation. The 
Wheelock Albion Club plays in the Congleton League. 

Tennis. There are two tennis clubs in the district. These play 
mostly on grass courts, while there are hard courts available at 
Fodens' Recreation Club. The membership fees of all these clubs 
are remarkably low. 

Badminton. Indoor badminton is played at the Territorial 
Drill Hall in Middlewich Road and in one or two of the schools. 
This sport has become so popular that there are now six clubs 
in the immediate neighbourhood. 

Bowls. Bowling clubs have flourished for many years on the 
Urban District Council's Recreation Ground behind Marriott 
House, at the George Hotel, and at Fodens' Recreation Club in 
Elworth. 

Golf. There is a well-kept nine-hole golf course with hand- 
some club premises on the Middlewich Road within a mile of the 
Town Hall. The Sandbach Golf Club retains the services of a 
professional, who is in daily attendance. 

Fishing. The Sandbach Angling Society has its headquarters 
at the Market Tavern. Its waters at Little Taxmere yield pike, 
tench and a few roach. Other anglers' haunts are Dingle Lake, 
Big Taxmere, Winterley Pool, Hassall Hall Pool, and Brereton 
Pool. These waters contain pike, bream, tench, perch and roach. 

Billiards. Billiards may be played at the Literary Institution, 
Fodens' Recreation Club, the British Legion Club, and the 
Wheatsheaf Hotel. 

Amateur Dramatics. Those interested in amateur dramatic 
work find scope for their efforts in plays produced by the Sand- 
bach Amateur Dramatic Society. There is also an amateur 
dramatic society attached to the Hope Street Congregational 
Church. 

Dancing. Dances are frequently held during the season at the 
Masonic Hall, the Town Hall, the Literary Institution, and the 
Conservative Rooms. 

The Council organize and conduct regular Saturday evening 
dances at the Town Hall, primarily for the younger people of 
the town and district. 

Cards and Entertainments. Whist drives and variety enter- 
tainments are well supported and of frequent occurrence. 

Cinema. Sandbach has an excellently appointed and com- 
fortable cinema. The Palace, in Congleton Road. This is equipped 
on the Western Electric Sound System and provides very 
attractive programmes of the latest films. 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Literary Institution, High Town: reading room, library, 
billiard room. 

British Legion Clue, Bradwall Road: licensed. Billiards, 
cards, entertainments. 

Fodens' Recreation Club, Elworth: licensed: Billiards, 
bowls, and tennis. 

Sandbach Golf Club, Middlewich Road : licensed. 

Conservative Rooms, High Town. Local headquarters of 
Junior Imperialist League : dancing, cards. 

Freemasons: Samaritan Lodge, No. 368, and Saxon Crosses 
Lodge, No. 6227, Masonic Hall. 

Head Offices of National United Order of Free 
Gardeners, High Street. 

National United Order of Free Gardeners, Bud of Hope 
Lodge, Crown Hotel. 

Independent Order of Oddfellows (Manchester Unity), 
Old Hall Hotel. 

Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds, British Legion Club. 

Order of Druids, Cricketers' Arms. 

Order of Oddfellows, Literary Institution. 

Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, Old Hall Hotel. 

Sandbach Angling Society, Market Tavern. 

Pigeon-Flying Club, Market Tavern. 

MOTOR TOURS FROM SANDBACH 

The scenery of Cheshire is not far-famed or magnificent, but 
in the fertile plains, the fields of cattle and of corn of this agri- 
cultural district, and the parks and meres of the "seedplot of 
Gentilitie," as Cheshire was called by Speed, there is to be found 
that charm and peacefulness which is an inherent part of the 
English countryside. 

Only a few miles from Sandbach by Middlewich is the beautiful 
Delamere Forest, one of the choicest bits of Cheshire. Its 4,000 
acres are still Crown property; it is crossed by footpaths and 
motoring roads, yet its charming glades and thickets are sequest- 
ered and completely shut off from the outside world. The highest 
point, Eddisbury Hill, forms the site of a Saxon fortress. The forest 
is a fragment of the ancient 1 1 ,000 acre Forest of Mara in Mondrum, 
which once stretched from the Mersey's shore to Nantwich. 

A few miles south of Delamere is the beautiful range of the 
Peckforton Hills. Beeston Castle, at the northern end, is an 
impressive thirteenth-century ruin standing on an isolated hill, 
and rising abruptly over 100 feet from its surroundings. Access 
to the ruin is free and unrestricted on Monday, Friday and 
Saturday : the well inside the keep should be noticed. An impres- 
sive view of the Cheshire Plain is to be obtained from the summit. 
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. . and SALT for all Industrial Purposes, i.e. 1 
DAIRY SALT, SQUARES, COMMON, I 
FREEZING, STOVED & UNSTOVED I 
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The county-town, Chester, the Deva of the Romans, amply 
repays a visit and is only some 25 miles from Sandbach. Its 
ancient walls, the city gates, old timbered houses, famous Rows 
and Cathedral will captivate visitors. A walk along the City Walls 
yields "peeps into homely streets and under the brows of gables, 
views of the cathedral tower and waterside fields, huddled 
English town and ordered English country." 

The Wirral Peninsula, fringed on its south-west coast by sand 
and blue-green marshlands, and active on its opposite shore 
with commercial shipping, is a land of contrasts. On the coast-line 
between Hoylake and Wallasey are sandhills and off the shore 
portions of a submerged forest are exposed at low tide. The 
Wirral is a pleasant district and it is easy to pass over to Liverpool 
by ferry when its attractions fail. 

The eastern and north-eastern border of Cheshire takes on the 
character of the Peak District, which it adjoins. The run through 
Longdendale, whose charm is enhanced by the chain of gigantic 
reservoirs, is perhaps the most picturesque in the county. 
Macclesfield Forest, the lovely Dale of Goyt, Dane Valley and 
some of the stretches of heathery moors in this region are all 
included within the boundaries of Cheshire and make delightful 
excursions from Sandbach. 

The Peak District is a favourite objective and it is probably 
best to make for Buxton and Chapel-en-le-Frith. The wild 
and lonely Kinder Scout is not far away and between Chapel and 
Sheffield there is a succession of lovely scenery, while the spec- 
tacular Peak Cavern, the impressive Speedwell Mine and the Blue 
John Mine are all within easy reach. 

Dovedale is another far-famed excursion, but this entrancing 
dale must be traversed on foot. The best of delightful Beresford 
Dale can be seen by driving as far as Hartington and following a 
footpath which goes across fields and takes about 15 minutes 
each way. This half-mile which contains the Pike Pool easily 
overshadows the rest of the dale and is equal to the finest bits of 
Dovedale. 

The Potteries offer a more fascinating field for exploration 
than would at first appear to be the case. The "Five Towns" 
are unique and remarkable and have a distinct character of their 
own. The group of contiguous towns which form the Potteries 
have now merged into one great city, Stoke-on-Trent, with miles 
and miles of smoke-blackened streets and slag-heaps towering 
surprisingly behind the main streets, chimneys and factories. 
In spite of the unpleasing marks of industrialism which are in- 
evitably found in a manufacturing district the Potteries offer 
field for exploration; there is romance here just as surely as 
among the hills and moors of the Peak and the beauty of Dove- 
dale. 

To the stranger, the "magpie" architecture, of which Cheshire 
provides some fine examples, will be of perhaps more than passing 
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MANUFACTURERS 

James Shacldeton 
& Son 

MALKINS BANK 
SANDBACH 

CHESHIRE 

Telephone: Sandbach 382 



A SHACKLETON TOY 



MECHANICAL FODEN F.G. 

The New Shackleton Model of the latest 
Foden F.G. Commercial vehicle is 
true to scale, and is produced by the 
kind permission and co-operation of 
MESSRS FODENS LTD 
SANDBACH, CHESHIRE 

Shackletons are proud to 
model this entirely new example of 
precision toy making, on a vehicle 
which is likewise at the top of 
its class in the transport field 
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interest. In Chester itself, of course, medieval houses abound, 
while Prestbury and its neighbourhood are rich in quaint and 
beautiful old houses; the Old Vicarage here is a fine example of 
"magpie" work. Moreton Hall, Holford and Bramhall, the last 
of which is mentioned in Harrison Ainsworth's Rookwood, are 
other famous black-and-white houses. 

PUBLIC SERVICES 

Gas Supply. Gas is supplied by the North Western Gas 
Board at a declared calorific value of 500 British Thermal Units. 

Electricity Supply is made available by "The Merseyside 
and North Wales Electricity Board". 

The general tendency is for residents to adopt the all-in tariff 
comprising a fixed quarterly charge related to the size of the 
property, plus the first 50 units per quarter at i^d. per unit, 
and |i. per unit for all units in excess of 50. Two-part tariffs are 
available for commercial consumers and to farms. 

Supply may be taken at Flat Rate for lighting and/or heating, 
cooking, or industrial power. Prepayment tariff is available where 
lighting only is required. 

Water. A pure and abundant supply of water is obtained from 
springs at Taxmere, and before entering the Works' reservoirs, 
the capacity of which is 65,000 gallons, it is purified. The Mid 
and South-East Cheshire Water Board, who took over the 
undertaking in 1947, propose to link up the Delamere, etc., 
supplies to the Urban District. This will ensure ample supplies 
for residential and industrial development. 

USEFUL FACTS AND FIGURES 

Accommodation. Hotels — Wheatsheaf (R.A.C., A. A.) ; Hun- 
gerford Private Hotel; Market Tavern. Cafe's — Hungerford 
Cafe (see page 7) ; Crosses Cafe and Snack Bar (see page 39). 

Area. 3,699 acres land, 16 water (civil parish and Urban District 
Council). 

Banks. Barclays Bank, Ltd. ; District Bank, Ltd. (see page ii of 
cover); Westminster Bank, Ltd.; Williams Deacon's Bank, 
Ltd. : Savings Bank (see map folder). 

Distances. Road — Congleton 7, Crewe 6, Chester 25, London 
160, Middlewich 5, Nantwich 10J, Newcastle-under-Lyme 13, 
Northwich n£. Rail — Crewe 4f, Chester 26^, Liverpool 49, 
London i62f, Macclesfield 26, Manchester 26£, Middlewich 5, 
Stockport 21. 

Ecclesiastical Data. Archdeaconry — Macclesfield; Diocese — 

Chester; Rural Deanery — Congleton. 
G.P.O. Bradwall Road. Collections :Weekdays 5.30 a.m. (connects 

with General Night Mail Delivery 7 a.m.), 9.45 a.m. (all parts). 
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Established 1866 

John W. Hilditch & Son 

John W. Hilditch - J. C. Hilditch, F.A.L.P.A. 

Auctioneers, Valuers 
and Estate Agents 

Valuations for Probate and Transfer 
Insurance in all its branches 

Offices and Salerooms : 

19 THE SQUARE, SANDBAGH 

Telephone : Sandbach 48 
Branch Office : 75 Wiieelock Street, Middlewich 



Northwich Building Society 

(Established 1848) 
Cheshire's Oldest Society 

Large Funds Available for House Purchase 

repayable at 2s. 6d. per week for each £100 borrowed 
24 year period 

Investments Accepted up to £1,000 

on both Share and Deposit Accounts. 
Please ask for Brochure 

Total Funds Exceed - £1,100,000 

Local Agents 

J. W. HILDITCH & SON, 19 The Square 

SANDBACH (Tel. No. 48) 
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10.45 a.m. (Local items connect with Day Mail Delivery 
11. 15 a.m.), 2.30 p.m. (all parts), 7 p.m. (all parts). Sunday 
collection 7 p.m. Hours of public business 8.30 a.m-6.30 p.m. 
weekdays; 9 a.m. -10. 30 a.m. Sundays and Bank Holidays. 
Deliveries: Town 7 a.m. and 11. 15 a.m.; Rural 6.30 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Monday-Friday, 6.30 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. Saturday. 

Licensing Hours. 11.30-3; 5.30-10 (weekdays); 11. 30-3, 
7-10 (Sundays). 

Market Day. Thursday. 

Newspapers. Crewe Chronicle, Saturday, 3d. ; Sandbach Guardian, 
Friday, 7.d. ; Sandbach Chronicle, Friday, 3d. ; Weekly Sentinel, 
Saturday, 2d. 

Parking Places. Square, Commons, and Market Ground in 
Congleton Road; free except on Market Day (Thursday). 

Parliamentary Data. Member : Lt.-Col. W. Bromley Davenport, 
M.P. (Conservative). Constituency : Knutsford. Electors; 6,790. 

Population. 8,900 (estimated, 1948). 

Rateable Value. ^41,686 

Rates in the £. 16/-, Water, 2/- = 18/-. 

Soil. Healthy; chiefly sand with mixture of clay in patches. 

Vital Statistics. 1932 Birth-rate, 131-02 per 1,000; 1932 Death- 
rate, 10 9 per 1,000. 



THE CROSSES CAFE AND 
SNACK BAR 

THE COMMON - SANDBACH 

Open 7.30 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. 
Sunday 10.00 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. 
Tuesday 7.30 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. 

MORNING COFFEE LUNCHEON AFTERNOON TEA 
SUPPER AND SNACKS AT THE BAR 

ESTIMATES FREE 

ALL KINDS OF PARTIES SPECIALLY CATERED FOR 
ON OR OFF THE PREMISES 
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Phone 314 

W. TWEMLOW 

Stationer, Bookseller and Newsagent 

Leather and Fancy Goods 
. Agent for Phoenix Oven Glass . 



8 HIGH TOWN, SANDBACH 

CHESHIRE 



Telephone 138 Established 1918 

J. HILDITCH & SON 

Motor Engineers and 
Haulage Contractors 



FUNERAL FURNISHERS 



Tower Garage, Congleton Road 

SANDBACH 
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OUTLINE PLAN OF SANDBACH SHOWING BUILDING AND FACTORY SITES OCCUPIED AND AVAILABLE 

Issued with The Official Guide to Sandbach by Ed. J. Burrow & Co. Ltd., Cheltenham and London 
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COOKE'S GARAGE 

SANDBACH 

TEL. : 24 

ROVER SALES AND SERVICE 
Large .StocA: 0/ Spares always in Stock 



ABSOLUTE 
SAFETY 

STRICTEST 
SECRECY 




GOVERNMENT 
STOCKS & BONDS 
BOUGHT AND 
SOLD 



Save with Safety 

at the 

SANDBACH SAVINGS BANK 

G. W. BROOKS, Branch Manager Established 1S18 

HIGH TOWN, SANDBACH (Telephone 370) 

HOME SAFES ISSUED 

OPEN DAILY, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) and on 
FRIDAY EVENING, 6 to 8 




WHEN YOU REQUIRE 

PRESCRIPTIONS 
DISPENSED 

visit 

W. STANIER 

High Town Pharmacy 

S ANDBACH 

where all medicines ore care- 
fully prepared under quali- 
fied supervision 

DRUGS OF HIGHEST 

GRADE AND PURITY 



LEONARD SHERRIFF 

4 WELLES STREET, SANDBACH 

Wholesale & Retail Fish Merchant. Poulterer & Licenced Game Dealer 
Fresh Salmon in Season. :: :: Hotels and Canteens Supplied 

Established 1890 Telephone: 92 



WISE PEOPLE PREFER 

DISTINCTIVE PRINTING 

by 

D. & H. HOCKENHULL, PRINTERS 

CREWE ROAD, WHEELOCK, SANDBACH 



JOHN E. HIND & SON 

(Jack L. Hind, A.N.A.A.) 

Auctioneers, Valuers 
and Estate Agents 

BRADWALL ROAD, SANDBACH 

Telephones : 2233 and 89 

SALES OF FREEHOLD AND LEASE- 
HOLD PROPERTIES, FURNITURE, 
STOCKS-IN-TRADE, ETC. 

Valuations in Every Branch of the Profession 



The Centre of Good Business in Sandbach 

WARBURTON & CO. 

SANDBACH GARAGE & ENGINEERING WORKS 

]# BRADWALL ROAD 



OILS 
PETROL 
GARAGE 



EXPERIENCE 



ESTABLISHED 
OVER 

1 OO 

YEARS 



CAR 
SALES and 
SPARES 



SERVICE 

THRESHING MACHINE PROPRIETORS 



AP/848/ML 



THE 

WORLD'S 

BEST 

OIL ENGINED 
VEHICLES ARE 
BUILT BY 

E. R. F. 

AT 

SUN WORKS 
SAND BACH 

Phone: 223/415 Grams: ERF 



